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The Center for Terrorism Law’s

Events

Distinguished Speaker Series Presents

February 8: Iranium Film
Screening at Huebner Oaks
AMC Theater, 7:15 pm

Captain Dave Staffel
On February 3, 2011, the Center for Terrorism
Law presented Captain Dave Staffel, the first
speaker of the Distinguished Speaker series in
2011. The lecture was attended by over 120
members of the local community in San
Antonio, including retired general officers,
ROTC, law students, law enforcement officers,
Army members, and faculty. Captain Staffel
related the events associated with his command
of the Special Forces team in Afghanistan in
2006 when he and another Special Forces
soldier were falsely charged with murder for
killing a known Taliban enemy combatant. The
Center for Terrorism Law assisted in his defense at the
Article 32 (grand jury) hearing held at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina in 2007. The Center provided a
detailed, sworn legal affidavit setting out the legality
of the killing under the law of war. Captain Staffel and
the other Army Special Forces soldier were cleared of
all charges.
In his speech, Captain Dave Staffel stated he does not
like to be called a hero. He explained that his actions
taken on October 13, 2006 were necessary to protect
his fellow soldiers and the community they were
protecting. He made the call regarding the use of
“lethal force” towards Taliban leader, Nawab
Buntangyar based on the intelligence at the time.
Buntangyar was one of three major threats to the area
in Afghanistan the Special Forces were protecting.
Staffel’s actions were legal under the law of war and
charges were dismissed.
The affidavit written by Professor Addicott discussed
how al-Qa’eda, Taliban, and other insurgent forces
should be considered unlawful enemy combatants.
Previously the Bush administration found them to be
unlawful belligerents. Professor Addicott and the
Center for Terrorism Law wrote an affidavit in support
of the actions Captain Staffel and his team took. The
affidavit was reviewed during the hearing and Captain

February 13-14: Professor
Addicott will be teaching at
the FBI academy in
Richmond, Virginia

Staffel was found to have committed no wrongdoing
under the law of war. This status means those
individuals are responsible for breaches of the laws
of war, but are not entitled to the status of prisoners
of war. This is because they are not part of a
recognized armed force and refuse to follow
procedures of combat set forth in the Geneva
Convention. Nawab Buntangyar was an unlawful
enemy combatant. His presence in the region where
Captain Staffel was stationed was to disrupt the US
activity. Investigations following his death showed
he was prepared to be a martyr and operate as a
suicide bomber if necessary. Enemy combatants
must show an attempt to surrender to fall under the
protection of the law of war. There was no attempt
shown here. Captain Staffel and his fellow soldiers
were justified in their actions and charges were
rightfully dismissed.
After the lecture, Captain Staffel presented a large
framed drawing of two Greek warriors fighting the
enemy in front while a guardian angel, representing
the Center for Terrorism Law, was protecting from
the rear. Captain Staffel presented this memorial to
the Center in recognition of their work on behalf of
the
two
Special
Forces
soldiers.
*Pictured left to right: Peter O'Connor, General

February 16: Cyber Security
Conference held at St.
Mary’s University. The
conference is free and open
to the public

March 5: The Military Law
Association is hosting “The
Long Mile,” a 5K/10K run for
wounded soldiers at Fort
Sam Houston at 9:00am.
Registration is $25, proceeds
benefit the Fischer House for
wounded vets

March 15-17: Terrorism Law
Seminar held at St. Mary's
University School of Law,
open to military and law
enforcement personnel

Valenzuela, Dave Staffel, Armando Canales.

Current Scholarly Projects
TRAP Essay: A Legal Evaluation of Threat Based Aviation Security
The focus of this project is to analyze the legal dimensions of the security measures taken post September 11, 2001 in our domestic airport
system. The evaluation will encompass issues related to search and seizure under the Fourth Amendment, individuals’ right to privacy, racial
profiling, and the airlines’ duty to protect its passengers via the TSA or by means of privately contracted security personnel. Nathan Begley,
Lindsey Harris, and Ashly Reeve are the contributing research fellows for this TRAP requested essay.

The Roots of Radical Islamic Thought: Perversion of Religious Texts by Polarized Islamists
The Roots of Radical Islamic Thought: Perversion of Religious Texts by Polarized Islamists, focuses on the extreme view of a minority group of
Muslims around the globe. This paper attempts to contextualize and understand the roots of polarized Islamic thought by going to its source:
Islamic text and its history. This paper will explore varying Islamic texts and translations in addition to contextualizing the texts. It will make an
attempt to correctly identify and separate legitimate scholarly Islamic works from illegitimate works. Secondly this paper will delve into
extremism and its connection, or lack thereof, to a basis in legitimate Islamic text. Finally the polarization of Islam will be explored and
suggestions will be made as to how to counter its manifestation and spread.
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Research Fellows
News: The Stuxnet Cyber Worm Invades Iran’s Industrial Complex
by Lindsey Harris
In the summer and fall of 2010, a cyber attack apparently took place by person(s) unknown
against part of Iran’s industrial complex. The so-called Stuxnet virus was tailored to infect the
Seimens SCADA systems which are most widely used in critical infrastructure systems. Some
30,000 computers were reportedly infected in Iran since July, including systems in Iran’s Bushehr
Nuclear Facility. No serious damage has occurred according to the Mahmoud Liayi, head of the
regime’s information technology council at the ministry of industries. "When Stuxnet is
activated, the industrial automation systems start transmitting data about production lines to a
main designated destination by the virus. There, the data is processed by the worm's architects
and then engineer plots to attack the country," Liayi said. Various “experts” were cited in Iran
Daily suggesting that Israel and the United States were responsible for the malware and of the
“West’s electronic warfare against Iran.” www.afp.com/afpcom/en?pid=copyright

Cyber Security Legal Conference Planned for February 2010
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Canada Makes
Controversial Move in
Temporary Ban of Film

Iranium: Film Screening and Featured Guest Speaker
Dr. Jeffrey Addicott

Canadian press reports confirm that the
Canadian National Archive cancelled a
January 18th screening of Iranium, after
numerous complaints and threats of
violence and protest. “Once we started
to receive threats from the public and
threats of public protest, we deemed the
risk associated with the event was a little
too high,” said archive spokeswoman
Pauline Portelance.

Iranium, a new documentary film exposing the
dangers posed to the United States and the
international community by a nuclear Iran,
premiered at Huebner Oaks AMC Theater in
San Antonio on February 8 at 7:15pm, as part
of the film’s nationwide launch event.
Professor Jeffrey Addicott, Director of the
Center for Terrorism Law at St. Mary’s
University School of Law, spoke at the event.
Professor Addicott is an internationally
recognized authority on national security law,
terrorism law and human rights law.

The Iranian Embassy was the main source
of complaints and issued a formal request
to not show the film. Canadian Heritage
Minister James Moore wrote, "I am
disappointed that Library & Archives
Canada chose not to show the film
tonight due to threats of violence, the
Iranian Embassy will not dictate to the
Government of Canada which films will or
will not be shown in Canada."

The premiere event will be hosted by the
Center for Terrorism Law at St. Mary’s
University School of Law and the Israel Public
Affairs Committee of Congregation Rodfei
Sholom (IPA).
“It is important for Americans around the
world to be aware of the nuclear program in
Iran,” said Jeffrey F. Addicott. “Iranium
illustrates the necessity of taking action on this
vital issue of global security from an individual,
national, and international standpoint.”
Iranium’s nationwide launch event included
premiere screenings at select AMC Theaters
and community centers on February 8, 2011,
in over 20 cities nationwide including
Washington, D.C., New York City, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, Seattle, Miami,
Atlanta, Tucson, and Minneapolis.
In addition to the scheduled screenings, the
film was made available for free online
streaming on February 8 for the first 50,000
registrants. Individuals may register to watch
online at www.iraniumthemovie.com. DVDs
will also be made available for sale.
“We encourage all concerned Americans to
watch the film online or attend a screening in

their area, to learn about the nature of the
Iranian regime and their stated intentions
forAmerica and the international community,”
said Raphael Shore, Executive Producer of
Iranium.
“We are focused on educating Americans
about the dangers the free world may face if
Iran acquires nuclear weapons. Americans
must be properly informed if we expect
policymakers to enact appropriate policies,”
added Shore.
Iranium is a documentary film that exposes
the threats posed to America and the world
by a nuclear Iran. The 60-minute film,
narrated by Academy Award Nominee
Shohreh Aghdashloo, uses rare footage from
Iran and interviews with 25 leading politicians,
policy experts, and Iranian dissidents.

The following day, the Canadian
government issued a diplomatic note to
Tehran declaring that the film would be
shown as planned and “Canada is a free
country and that freedom of expression is
a core value that won’t be
compromised.“ Heightened security
measures will be implemented to
accompany the screening of Iranium.
Read more: http://www.nationalpost.com/
news/canada/politics/
Heritage+Minister+orders+Library+Archives+C
anada+show+controversial+film/4132876/
story.html#ixzz1CGVXelD7
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